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Shaping the Modern World

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES: Activity 2: Shaping National Identities

Australia and Gallipoli

Battle Facts

Date 25 April 1915 — 9 January 1916

Location Gallipoli Peninsula, Turkey

Casualties 26,111 Australian casualties, including 8,141 deaths, 4, 852 New Zealand
wounded, 2721 deaths

Significant Initial plan for a naval assault on the peninsular devised by Winston

facts Churchill to open up a new front with the Central Powers and overstretch
their resources. The naval assault failed and amphibious landings were
later launched against the Turkish forces.

Result Complete withdrawal of troops in December 1915 and January 1916 with
no strategic advance made

Cemeteries Lone Pine, Suvla (Australian) Chunuk Bair (New Zealand)

Memorials Chunuk Bair (New Zealand), Lone Pine (Australia and New Zealand),
Twelve Tree Copse (New Zealand), Cape Helles

A ‘Australia was born on the shores of Gallipoli’

Contemporary | William Hughes, Prime Minister of Australia, 1915-1923

View

A Historian’s
View

The Gallipoli campaign was the beginning of true Australian nationhood.
When Australia went to war in 1914, many white Australians believed that
their Commonwealth had no history, that it was not yet a true nation, that
it's most glorious days still lay ahead of it. In this sense the Gallipoli
campaign was a defining moment for Australia as a new nation, but also a
key moment in the evolution of a particular image of Australian
masculinity.’

Dr Frank Bongiorno, University of New England

The Battle of Gallipoli

When war broke out in 1914, Australia had been a federal commonwealth for only 14 years
and was keen to make its mark on the international stage. For most Australians, the war was
seen as a joint cause to uphold and defend civilisation in which they would fight not as
Queenslanders or Victorians, but as Australians.

In 1915, Australian and New Zealand soldiers — the ANZACs - formed part of the Allied
expedition to capture the Gallipoli peninsula which was supposed to knock Turkey out of the
war. Rather than the intended knockout blow, the campaign became one of the war’s great,
if heroic, defeats. Turkish forces put up unexpectedly stiff resistance and a costly slog
followed, ending in the evacuation of Allied troops eight months later. Both sides had
suffered heavy casualties, with British forces losing 30,000 killed, French 10,000, Indian
1,500, Over 11,000 ANZACs also died — ¢.8,000 Australians and ¢.3,000 New Zealanders.
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GALLIPOLI 1915

An Australian using a sniperscope and
his spotter with an improvised periscope
ina trench

IWM Ref: Q_13427
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News of the events at Gallipoli had a powerful impact on Australians at home. Unlike the
British and French who were accustomed to heavy losses, this was their first, devastating
experience of war and as early as 1916, 25 April became the day on which Australians
remembered the sacrifice of those who had died in conflict.

Gallipoli overshadows the far greater contribution of Australian forces to the fighting on the
Western Front, where 60, 000 Australians died. At Poziéres, France, the Australian divisions
suffered nearly the same number of dead and wounded in less than seven weeks of fighting
in 1916 as in eight months at Gallipoli. Australian historian Les Carlyon said in an ANZAC
Day speech; ‘We, as a nation, could have talked about these events in France and Belgium,
but mostly we didn’t, and still don’t. Gallipoli is the campaign that goes past the brain and
wriggles into the heart. ... Gallipoli is part of the national mythology and mythology is seldom
objective... In Australia, Gallipoli is ... a state of mind, a place in the heart, and the stuff of
warm inner glows for those of us who were lucky enough not to have been there’. Much of
this ‘mythology’ was created by journalist Keith Murdoch, who visited Gallipoli for four days
and wrote an impassioned letter to Prime Minister Andrew Fisher. In it, Murdoch rightly
complained about the conduct of the campaign but he also heaped extravagant praise on
Australian troops, scorning British soldiers as ‘feeble, child-like youths’.

-
GALLIPOLI 1915
An Australian carrying his wounded
mate down to the beach for
treatment

IWM Ref: Q 13622
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GALLIPOLI, 1915

This view of the head of the Mule Valley and
Walker's Ridge, Gallipoli, taken in September
1915, gives an excellent idea of the country,
which the Australian left flank had to
surmount after landing there on 25 April 1915.

IWM Ref: HU_57408

Useful Links

The collections of the Imperial War Museum can be accessed and searched online at
www.iwmcollections.org There are many photographs in the collection relevant to events at Gallipoli
which students may find useful.

The Imperial War Museum’s Their Past Your Future project led an educational visit to Australia to take
part in ANZAC Day in 2008. The students who went on this trip reported on what they learned about
the First World War, ANZAC Day and Australian national identity. Their films can be viewed here:
http://www.radiowaves.co.uk/story/17720
Story filmed in Canberra on ANZAC Day 2008 by students at Godalming College
http://www.radiowaves.co.uk/story/17478
Australian opinions on the significance of Gallipoli and ANZAC Day
http://www.radiowaves.co.uk/story/17468
Interviews with Australians about ANZAC Day

www.throughmyeyes.org.uk

An online exhibition from Their Past Your Future at the Imperial War Museum, including personal
stories from men and women who fought during the First World War. The story of James Harcus
illustrates one man’s experience of fighting at Gallipoli. The site includes additional historical
background notes about the First World War, including underage, women and Australian volunteers.

WWW.CW(C.org
Commonwealth War Graves Commission site, searchable records of cemeteries and memorials
administered by the CWGC

www.pm.gov.au/media/speech/2008/speech 0223.cfm
Prime Minister Kevin Rudd’s speech, ANZAC Day 2008
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http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/special report/1998/10/98/world war i/203383.stm

BBC news report about the campaign

http://www.gallipoli-association.org/

Detailed account of the campaign, including locations

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwone/battle gallipoli.shtml

BBC account

http://www.channel4.com/history/microsites/F/firstworldwar/cont_jihad 4.html

Includes a map which shows Gallipoli’s location

http://www.learningcurve.gov.uk/greatwar/q4/cs2/default.htm

National Archive site including original documents

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/system/topicRoot/Gallipoli/

Times archive of articles about the Gallipoli campaign

http://www.anzac.govt.nz/significance/index.html

Anzac Day from a New Zealand perspective

http://www.anzacsite.gov.au/2visiting/sitemap.html

Articles from the war correspondents at the time

www.awm.gov.uk.commemoration/anzac/anzac 2008.asp

ANZAC Day photographs from the Australian War Memorial

France and Verdun

Battle Facts

Date 21 February — 18 December 1916

Location Verdun, a town on the River Meuse, 200km east of Paris, France

Casualties 380,000 French casualties, 160,000 killed and missing

Significant Longest single battle of the First World War

facts

Result 25 February — the French fort of Douaumont was captured by the
Germans. It was not recaptured by the French until October. By the end of
the battle all the French forts had been retaken by the French.

Cemeteries Ossuary at Douaumont Ridge, on the site of the Fort. which contains the
remains of 130,000 men. The cemetery there is the largest First World War
cemetery in Europe with 15,000 graves

Memorials Verdun Memorial, near the destroyed village of Fleury

A ‘Courage! On les aura’ (‘Courage! We will get them’)

Contemporary | Phillipe Petain, Commander of Army Group Centre at Verdun

View 1ls ne passeront pas’ (‘They will not pass’)

Robert Nivelle, Commander of the Second Army at Verdun

‘If Verdun is taken, what a disaster...If it is saved, how can we ever forget
the price?’.

Raymond Poincare, President of France, 1913 - 1920

A Historian’s
View

Victory is important in the legend of Verdun but the battle achieved
legendary status even before it ended. The Germans were on the
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offensive for the first time since 1914. As a defensive battle, Verdun
achieved a kind of moral status, as a symbol of French resistance to the
aggressor. All the regiments of the French army were rotated in and out of
Verdun. It seemed as though the blood of the entire nation was coursing
through one battlefield.’

Jean Yves Le Naour, Historian and Lecturer, University of Aix-en-
Provence

The Battle of Verdun

German forces attacked the French fortress of Verdun on 21 February 1916. The intention
was to ‘bleed France white’ by inflicting such huge losses on the French that they would be
unable to continue the war. The first German advances went well and did inflict heavy losses
on the French. They asked the British to attack the Germans further down the front, hoping
to divide German forces between two different battles. In July the British launched their first
attacks on the Somme. But the battle at Verdun continued and German losses also began to
add up. By the end of the battle 10 months later, the French had regained all their original
positions. Both sides, German and French, had lost over 300,000 men.

THE GERMAN ARMY DURING THE
BATTLE OF VERDUN, 1916

A German soldier aims his rifle from a
shallow fold in the ground near Fort
Vaux with a dead French soldier on his
left during the Battle of Verdun in
1916.

IWM Ref: Q_23760

THE FRENCH ARMY DURING THE
BATTLE OF VERDUN

Mule drawn machine guns of the
331st French Infantry at Verdun

IWM Ref: Q_69619

IMPERIAL WAR

AV.Y.

' A ‘ In association with the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
MUSEUM Supported by the Veterans Policy Unit




People of the Great War: Shaping the Modern World

Useful Links

http://www.westernfrontassociation.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=404:verdun-
longest&catid=61:battlefields&ltemid=101
Summary of the Battle of Verdun

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwone/battle verdun.shtml
BBC summary of the battle

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle of Verdun
Contains a section on the significance of the battle

http://www.firstworldwar.com/battles/verdun.htm
Account of the battle, including links to contemporary accounts of events and a map of the progress of
the battle

http://www.pbs.org/greatwar/maps/maps_verdun.html|
Map showing the area around Verdun where the battle took place and comments about the
symbolism of Verdun for the French

http://www.verdun-douaumont.com/en/index.html
Official site of the Douaumont Ossuary, including a virtual guided tour

http://www.memorial-de-verdun.fr/index_uk.html|
Official site of the Verdun Memorial, some information in English, some in French

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/verdun-myths-and-memories-of-the-lost-villages-of-
france-467285.html
Article from the Independent about the myths of Verdun

http://www.firstworldwar.com/source/verdun_frobenius.htm
German accounts of the Battle

http://www.greatwardifferent.com/Great War/Verdun/Churchill Verdun 01.htm
Article by Winston Churchill about Verdun, written in 1916. Includes contemporary cartoons about the
battle

Britain and the Somme

Battle Facts

Dates 1 July — 18 November 1916
Location Northern France, between the towns of Albert and Baupaume
Casualties 419,654 from Britain and the Empire, 125,000 killed, 60,000 on 1 July
Significant The British Army took over 60,000 casualties on the first day of the battle,
facts 1 July — the highest number for one day in the history of the British Army
Debut of the tank, 15 September 1916
51 Victoria Crosses were awarded, 17 posthumously (after death)
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Result The battle was fought along a thirty mile front line, 7 miles deep at its
maximum
Cemeteries Mill Road Cemetery, Hawthorn Ridge Nos 1-3, Y Ravine, Hunter’s
Cemetery
Memorials Thiepval
A 1 also visited two Casualty Clearing Stations at Montigny...The A.G.
Contemporary | reported today that the total casualties are established at over 40,000 to
View date. This cannot be considered severe.’
Sir Douglas Haig, diary entry, 2 July 1916
A Historian’s | n hindsight, there seems to be a sense of terrible inevitability about the
View battle of the Somme’.
Gary Sheffield, The Somme: a new history (2004)

The Battle of the Somme

The French army had suffered terrible losses at Verdun and asked the British to attack in the
area of the River Somme to draw some of the German forces away. The British wanted to
launch a massive attack that would help push the Germans back and end the war. The plan
was for the British artillery to shell the German lines for 7 days in order to destroy the enemy
barbed wire and the soldiers in their trenches. At 7.20 am on 1 July 1916 the first of 10 huge
mines were exploded under the German front lines. Ten minutes later 120,000 men went
‘over the top’ on a 14 mile long ‘L’ shaped front. Although there was 1 Allied gun for every
17 yards of enemy front line, a third of all the shells failed to explode and the guns were
spread too thinly to be effective. They also warned the Germans of the impending attack, so
there was no element of surprise.

The troops, some weighed down with 60lbs of equipment, had to attack uphill in daylight
across waterlogged ground. In a few areas the attack was successful but in most places the
wire had not been cut and it was a disaster. The battle, originally designed to gain large
amounts of ground very rapidly, eventually lasted 140 days and cost a total of 1.3 million
British, French and German casualties. 60,000 British soldiers were killed or wounded on the
first day alone — the bloodiest day in the history of the British Army.

Many of the men who fought at the Somme were from the ‘Pal’s’ Battalions, where men who
came from the same villages, towns or cities were able to join up and serve in the same
battalions together. This meant that casualties during the battle had an immediate impact on
their families living in often close-knit communities.

¢tKS Wt NBadz2y t |
recruits for a service battalion in
civilian clothes, drawn up

outside Preston Town Hall

during the early months of the
First World War.

IWM Ref; HU_53725
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The ruins of Mametz
village, captured by the
British 7th Division on
1 July. The photograph
was taken three days
after the assault.

IWM Ref: Q_772

Useful Links

The collections of the Imperial War Museum can be accessed and searched online at
www.iwmcollections.org There are many photographs in the collection relevant to the Battle of the
Somme which students may find useful.

www.iwm.org.uk/somme
Online exhibition from the Imperial War Museum

www.throughmyeyes.org.uk

An online exhibition from Their Past Your Future at the Imperial War Museum, including personal
stories from men and women who fought during the First World War. The story of Tom Bickerton
illustrates one man’s experience of fighting on the Western Front. The site includes additional
historical background notes about the First World War, including underage, women and Australian
volunteers.

WWW.cwgc.org.uk
Commonwealth War Graves Commission site with searchable information and images about
cemeteries and memorials linked to the Battle of the Somme and other battle of the First World War

www.greatwar.co.uk/westfront/somme/mapsomme.htm
Map showing the area of the Somme battlefield and other general information about the battle

www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwone/battle _ somme.shtml
BBC information about the Battle of the Somme

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/5083196.stm
Article about the significance of the Battle of the Somme for Britain

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/firstworldwar/battles/somme.htm
National Archives site about the Battle of the Somme

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle of the Somme
Wikipedia entry on the Battle of the Somme
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http://www.geocities.com/greatwars/somme.htm
Account of the battle

http://www.essentialsomme.com/
Articles about various aspects of the battle, including preparations, the first day and the use of tanks

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/system/topicRoot/Battle of the Somme/
Articles about the Battle of the Somme from 1916

Canada and Vimy Ridge

Battle Facts

Date 9 — 12 April 1917

Location 10 miles north of Arras

Casualties 3,598 Canadians killed, 7,000 wounded

Significant Attempts to take the ridge by the French had failed, leaving 100,000
facts casualties, some of whom still lay at the battle site

Result Hill 145, the highest point on the ridge, was captured on 12 April and the

battle was judged to be the most successful campaign of the War to that
date. The ridge remained in Allied hands for the rest of the war.

Cemeteries Lichfield Crater, Zivy Crater, Givenchy Road, CD2

Memorials Vimy Memorial

A 1t was Canada from the Atlantic to the Pacific on parade. | thought then
Contemporary | that in those few minutes | witnessed the birth of a nation.’

View Brigadier General Alexander Ross, commander of the 28" (North West)

Canadian Battalion at Vimy

A Historian’s | He was always an Englishman until the day he died...But | think until Vimy
View he would have seen himself as an Englishman, temporarily a resident in
Canada or kind of temporarily displaced to Canada. He was more
Canadian after Vimy.’

Steve Harris, Canadian Defence Department Chief Historian, speaking of
his grandfather, Jack, who fought at Vimy

The Battle of Vimy Ridge

Vimy Ridge was the scene of fierce fighting in 1917 when Canadian troops tried to force
German troops from their position. Heavy losses were suffered on both sides, with 3,598
dead out of 10,602 Canadian casualties.

Vimy Ridge had been held by the Germans for two years and protected their control of the
mining area around Lens, which was supplying Germany with much needed coal. It also
formed an important stronghold along the main German defensive system, the Hindenburg
Line. There were deep bunkers and the trench system had been well fortified with concrete
pillboxes concealing machine gun positions.

The ridge had been assaulted on more than one occasion without success. In 1917 the task
of taking it fell to the Canadians who would have all four of their Divisions fighting side by
side for the first time. They arrived in late 1916 during the coldest winter of the war.
Planning and training were essential if their attack was to be successful: they needed

IMPERIAL WAR

AV.VA

X\
"A In association with the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
MUSEUM Supported by the Veterans Policy Unit



http://www.geocities.com/greatwars/somme.htm
http://www.essentialsomme.com/
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/system/topicRoot/Battle_of_the_Somme/

People of the Great War: Shaping the Modern World

intelligence about the enemy positions and units, knowledge of the topography of the ridge
and every man had to know his exact task.

In the three weeks before the attack the Canadians suffered 1,400 casualties whilst carrying
out intelligence gathering raids into the German lines but the information they gained was to
bear fruit on 9 April. Behind the lines Canadian soldiers practised on terrain similar to the
ridge, following guide tapes, in order to become familiar with possible obstacles and how to
overcome them. The remains of mining tunnels were extended by the Engineers to provide
a system of delivering assaulting troops right into the heart of the battle.

On 20 March the preliminary bombardment began the process of firing a million shells into
the German positions. On Easter Monday 1917 (9 April) there was a gale with sleet and
snow. The attack commenced at 05:30 and by midday the 1st and 2nd Divisions had
crossed the flat ground towards the villages of Thélus and Farbus. The 2nd Division had the
British 13th Brigade under its command, and they had reached the edge of Vimy, their final
objective for the day. The most strongly defended position was the highest point of the ridge
(Hill 145), but on the afternoon of 10 April, it finally fell and Vimy Ridge was controlled by the
Canadian Corps.

CANADIAN TROOPS AT VIMY
Looking over crest of Vimy
Ridgeon Vimy village which
was captured by Canadians

IWM Ref: CO 1351

By the standards of the day, casualties had been light. The Canadian Corps had proved their
military skill. The success was so rapid and complete in comparison to other battles and
such a predominantly Canadian affair that it has become part of Canadian national identity.

Useful Links

The collections of the Imperial War Museum can be accessed and searched online at
www.iwmcollections.org There are many photographs in the collection relevant to events at Vimy
Ridge which students may find useful.

The Imperial War Museum'’s Their Past Your Future project led an educational visit to Vimy Ridge in

2007. The students who went on this trip reported on what they learned about the First World War,

Vimy Ridge and Canadian national identity. Their films can be viewed here:
http://www.radiowaves.co.uk/story/11736
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Report from the Vimy Memorial by students from Ladies College, Guernsey

http://www.civilization.ca/cwm/vimy/index_e.html
Canadian War Museum site — information and maps about the battle itself and the memorial which
now stands on the site

http://www.firstworldwar.com/battles/vimyridge.htm
Account of the battle with links to a memoir and official reaction of the Canadian War Office

http://www.vac-acc.gc.calremembers/sub.cfm?source=memorials/wwlmem/Vimy
Veterans Affairs Canada website with information about the battle and the Vimy Memorial from a
Canadian perspective

http://wwii.ca/page9.html
Site including photographs of Canadians at Vimy

http://www.cbc.ca/news/background/vimy/
News article written on the death of the last Canadian Veteran to fight at Vimy

http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/first-world-war/interviews/025015-1200-e.html
Interviews with Vimy Veterans

http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/firstworldwar/051806/0518060401 e.html
National Archives Canada information about the battle, with further online links

http://www.cbc.ca/world/story/2007/04/09/vimy-memorial-070409.html
Canadian newspaper article about the significance of Vimy (from 2007)

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/servlet/story/RTGAM.20070406.cover07/BNStory/VimyRidge/home
Newspaper article about the myths surrounding Vimy

Disclaimer:

These sites were researched in 2008. The Imperial War Museum is not responsible for the
content of external websites.
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