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Shaping the Modern World

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES: Activity 5: The Landscape of Mourning

The Landscape of Mourning

The global landscape has been permanently changed by the First World War. After the war
there was a need to commemorate the huge numbers of dead and missing. The Imperial
(later Commonwealth) War Graves Commission was established for this purpose and set
about recording the details of the dead and missing, organising war cemeteries and creating
memorials at the sites of battles around the world. This has permanently altered the
landscape of these places. In Britain parishes all over the country raised money for their
own war memorials and in London the national war memorial, the Cenotaph, changed the
view of Whitehall forever. In Westminster Abbey, the Unknown Warrior was buried in a
symbolic gesture design to represent all those who did not survive the war but have no
known grave.

The Changing Landscape

The images that follow were taken for the Commonwealth War Graves to record the many
cemeteries and memorials that it has taken care of since its foundation. Further details of all
of the cemeteries shown here, including statistics and plans, can be viewed on their website.

See: www.cwgc.org
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CWGC Tyne Cot Cemetery,
Zonnebeke, Belgium
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£ 4 7 CWGC Dud Corner
Cemetery, Loos, France
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CWGC Flatiron Copse,
Mametz, France
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CWGC Gordon Dump,
Ovillers la Boisselle, France
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CWGC Thistle
Dump, High Wood,
Longueval, France

All images © Brian
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Menin Gate, Ypres,
Belgium
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